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These are some of the Irish Blessing that I have memorized and recite, they are from 
unknown poets. 


May the road rise up to meet you? 
May the wind be always at your back? 
The sunshine warm upon your face, 
The rain fall soft upon your fields, 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand? 


May those who love us, love us. 
And for those who don't love us, 
May God turn their hearts? 
And if he cannot turn their hearts, 
May he turn ne ankles? 
a we may know 


their lim ve ee 


: When oe eyes ; are smiling 
aly UP. to something 


SPP Cn eee ayy: 


_ May your Rome always be too small to hold all of your friends? 


May your neighbors respect you? 
we Trouble neglect you, 
The angels protect you, 
Ha py And heaven accept you. 


e q 5 ¢ ; 
Patrick s Day May the saddest day of your future. 
Rory Gaudon ie Be no worse than the happiest day of your past. 


more on p oe 12 : "May your piecaines outnumber the shamrocks that grow? 
Ce And may trouble avoid you wherever you go. 


-May your weeds turn into wild flowers 


May your Glass be ever full? 
| May the roof be always strong over your head? 
And may you be in heaven 
Half an hour =e the devil knows your dead 


"May you live to be 100 years and 
One extra year to ret 


Vendot Of, the oo a 
‘ ey Aas you slide down dhe banister of life, May the eplinters « never point the OnE way. 
1n) ae _ Because it hurts!!! 


Tek you for ratchsning © our Newspaper and your donations. If you have time to browse 
this is my website, reference ay, entertaining skills www.mydwarfsworld.ca 


Bgeth a nice day. Rory "The Gnome, acre and Robotic os Gaudon Be 








i 


Wh 
Ihara weep heomeahog 
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May your weeds surn sotn wild fawery 
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Mission 


Edmonton Street News Society provides a voice, 
employment and social support to those who need 
these, and communicates perspectives dealing 
with poverty and social justice, by education and 
communication activities, including publishing a 
street newspaper 


Values/Beliefs/Guiding Principles 


We believe in being inclusive and encouraging 

We believe that human rights are fundamental to living 
together ; 

We believe that everyone deserves the opportunity to earn and 
control their money > 

We believe in journalistic and organizational professionalism 
and integrity 

We believe the public needs to know about issues around 
poverty and social justice 

We value community and connecting with others 

We value passion and determination 

We believe everyone deserves the opportunity to learn, develop 
and use communication skills 













Piereaianel Street Paper Vendor's Week was eclebrated aan February 4-10 as STURGIS Street 
News along with 120 street papers and more than 28,000 vendors in 600 cities and towns 
worldwide celebrated the contributions of street newspaper vendors worldwide. Some of our 
very own Alberta Street News vendors are seen here celebrating their contributions to the 
paper at the Centennial Room of the Stanley Milner Library on February 10 at 2 p.m. in 
Edmonton. Seated down in the middle of photo is Alberta Street News newest board member 
Marian Enow surrounded by, top row, vendors left to right, Harvey Laderoute, Dale Ferris and 


Angelique Branston.Photo by John Zapantis 


February 10, in recognition of the 
International Network of Newspapers vendor 
week, when vendors worldwide were celebrat- 
ed, vendors in Edmonton gathered at the 
Edmonton Public Library for our own Alberta 
Street Newspaper Vendor Day. Our vendors 
are what sets us apart as a street newspa- 
per, and we commend their contribution in 
getting the paper into the hands of our read- 
ers out on the street. Without our vendor 
force we would be just another monthly! 

Having street vendors makes my posi- 
tion as managing editor of a street newspa- 
per much more complex than editing a com- 
munity newspaper or other monthly. (I was 
editor of Boyle McCauley News for six years 
before working with Edmonton Street News.) 
There are all the decisions that have to be 
made about content, stories, poetry and pho 
tographs to be edited - sometimes those sto- 
ries come in handwritten, or typed and need 
to be typed into computer files. If a story is 
really long, it may be divided into two instal- 
ments due to lack of space - we have 
increased from eight to twelve pages since 
January 2012, but it doesn't take long to fill 
up those 12 pages, so sometimes stories are 
held over until a future issue if they are not 
about a specific current event. 

But more difficult than making deci- 
sions on content are the decisions that have 
to be made about vendor complaints. A 
phone call comes in, either from another 
vendor or sometimes from the Edmonton 
City Police, or a customer who has found a 
vendor's behaviour unacceptable. There is 
one vendor, recently under suspension, who 
has had repeated complaints about him. 
People found him overly aggressive, and his 
behaviour threatening when he stopped them 
on the sidewalk to try to sell a paper. Even 
while suspended, he still managed to find 
papers somehow, sometimes even a past 
issue, and he continued to be out there. This 
alone is a testimony to just how important 
the job of selling papers is to him. I spoke to 
his landlord a while back, while he was still 
a regular vendor, and his landlord said he 
got up every morning and went out to work 
at 9 a.m. to sell papers, treating it as a regu- 
lar job. This being the case, seeing how 
important being an Alberta Street News ven- 
dor is to the man, I was very reluctant to 
suspend him, and would really like to have 
him re-instated. 

Just becoming a vendor shows initia- 
tive - instead of complaining about their lack 
of money due to homelessness with no 
income, or supports from social services, AISH 
or other pensions, our vendors are out there 
doing something to help themselves. Some 
are out in walkers and wheelchairs, working 
on the days when their health permits. 





Others work around adverse conditions due 
to mental illness and or addictions, and fre- 
quent disruptions due to evictions, or bouts 
of illness. For some, vending helps to support 
not only the vendor but other family mem- 
bers - a spouse who is unable to work due to 
illness, children, or grandchildren. One thing 
our vendors have in common - they are out 
there willing to work, and they take pride in 
what they are able to do. Vending is more 
than just a job - it means being part of 
something bigger, belonging to a group, and 
while vendors may get into disagreements 
over territory, they also support one another, 
as part of the vendor community. 

Vendors also build relationships with 
their customers, meeting people from all 
walks of life with whom they would otherwise 
have limited contact. Our Christmas cam- 
paign showed just how willing and generous 
members of the public are towards our ven- 
dors. I would like to thank those who sup- 
port the vendors through purchasing papers 
and in many other ways. 

As a work force, Alberta Street News 
has had a high death rate over the nine plus 
years in which we have provided an employ- 
ment opportunity to vendors through the 
sale of the paper. More than 30 vendors have 
died, some through addictions related caus- 
es, and homelessness has also played a 
major role. Their bravery in the face of adver- 
sity cannot be underestimated, nor can their 
contributions. I need only think about Len 
Martial and the photography exhibit of his 
photos of homelessness, or Victor Robillard, 
Diane Wood, Thomas Robillard, and Phyllis 
who were all willing to witness in the 
Sweatbox incident. A number of vendors 
including Glen Dumont, and Bearclaw wrote 
poetry or submitted stories for publication, 
so their voices live on through their writing. I 
also remember many of them for their other 
contributions, the ones who stopped by with 
a friendly word, who brought me a cup of 
coffee while I was out at work myself, or a 
flower or a small gift. 

Every time I became discouraged or 
thought about retirement, it was the vendors 
that have kept me going - I cannot let them 
down. Too many of them have been dropped 
before, when other papers folded, such as 
our Calgary work force. Most of all, as a ven- 
dor before I took on the hat of editor, I know 
just how important that job was for me in 
giving my family a better quality of life. 
Vending offers employment with flexible 
hours - each vendor chooses how many 
papers to sell, where and when to sell those 
papers, so it is possible to work around the 
challenges in his or her life. 


By Linda Dumont, Managing Editor © 
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Shame and intimidation: tools to minimize social assistance costs 


"If you manage to persuade everyone that 
poverty is a moral condition and claiming ben- 
efits is the symptom, it's a guaranteed way to 
ensure those handing out the money treat 
recipients as guilty until proven innocent." 
(http: //tinyurl.com/d9tsulp) 

That sentence makes a point I've tried to 
make for years: conventional wisdom says 
(wrongly) that poverty is a sign of moral 
weakness; to ask for help in poverty is to 
admit bad character. Shame is the inevitable 
consequence of such thinking. It's often felt 
by citizens living in poverty or on social 
assistance; it is too often projected on the 
poor by some who are fortunate not to be in 
that condition and by others who are poor 
but want to hide it. In many cases, The 
Guardian online reporter Fern Brady says, 
shame helps social-assistance gatekeepers 
intimidate rightful claimants not to apply: 

"Shame is being employed as an ingenious 
tool to ensure people feel constantly stigma- 
tised. And if you feel undeserving you're hard- 
ly going to be forthcoming about what you're 
entitled to." (http: / /tinyurl.com/d9tsulp) 

Brady is writing in Britain, but that 
should not comfort us. Intimidation by 
stigmatization is a familiar experience for 
social-assistance applicants and recipients in 
our own communities. Sadly, the shame-the- 
victim game often plays out most desperately 
among people who receive or are entitled to 
social assistance. 

The headline to Brady's article is a cap- 
sule summary of key findings in a recent 
British Social Attitudes Survey report (Are 
tough times affecting attitudes to welfare? 
http://tinyurl.com/c48by36): "Who takes the 
harshest anti-welfare line? Those on state 
benefits". The sub-headline expands the 
message: "I talked to families directly affected 
by the [U.K. welfare] cuts and many wanted 
benefits themselves?-yet resented anyone 
else getting them". ae 

The austerity policies of Prime Minister 
David Cameron's Conservative / Liberal 
Democrat coalition government hit hard 
among Britain's poor. Rather than join 

together to resist the policies of a largely 
middle- and upper-class government, the 
poor often fight among themselves for what is 
left to them of a small and diminishing wel- 
fare pie. Shame compels many of them to 
pretend they do not get benefits and to proj- 
ect their shame onto others who get benefits 
by alleging that they are abusing the system. 

Brady suggests that the strategy-slash- 
and-burn, divide-and-conquer tactics perpe- 
trated on citizens who are least able to fight 
back-is as deliberate as it is effective. It's a 
strategy that drives wedges among the poor 
and encourages them to fight each other for 
scraps from the government table, rather 
than to argue together for a rightful share of 
the public purse. Shame is the policy tool of 
choice because it lurks in the moralistic cor- 
ner of our cultural DNA. The Victorians per- 
fected the tool and passed it down to us; we 

have added nuances of our own, many of 
them race-based. But is it the only tool avail- 
able to us, as our austerity-driven leaders 
preach? 

Economist Paul Krugman says not: "/Wje 
have become a society in which less-educated 
men have great difficulty finding jobs with 
decent wages and good benefits. Yet some- 
how we're supposed to be surprised that such 
men have become less likely to participate in 
the work force or get married [thereby generat- 
ing single-parent families headed by women 
on social assistance], and conclude that there 
must have been some mysterious moral col- 
lapse..." (Money and Morals, 
http: / /tinyurl.com/byqrs3r0) 

The collapse was economic, not moral: 
"Back in 1996...[sociologist William Julius] 
Wilson published 'When Work Disappears: 
The New World of the Urban Poor,' in which 


he argued that much of the social disruption 
among African-Americans popularly attrib- 
uted to collapsing values was actually caused 
by a lack of blue-collar jobs in urban areas. 
If he was right, you would expect something 
similar to happen if another social 
group?say, working-class whites?experienced 
a comparable loss of economic opportunity. 
And so it has." (http: //tinyurl.com/byqrs3r0) 

Krugman's conclusion: "we should reject 
the attempt to divert the national conversation 
away from soaring inequality toward the 
alleged moral failings of those Americans 
being left behind." 

(http: //tinyurl.com/byqrs3r0) 

There is irony in this: a privileged group 
of welfare recipients cannot be shamed into 
forgoing entitlements; for them the inequality 
gap is both a boon and a boondoggle. They 
are the beneficiaries of corporate welfare in 
the form of bailouts, subsidies, deregulation, 
sweetheart government contracts, govern- 
ment union-busting, trade deals and 
favourable environmental legislation negotiat- 
ed and enacted virtually behind closed doors, 
and breaks on personal and corporate taxes, 
among a huge menu of perks and privileges. 
The corporate welfare bums who aggressively 
seek and ungratefully accept such handouts 
do not have the grace to feel ashamed. They 
feel entitled to their entitlements, even as 
they stigmatize the poor who, they proclaim, 
are not. 

These people-basically the one per cent, 





as the Occupy movement labels them, and 
their political enablers-know no shame, 
either because they find themselves on the 
right side of the poverty/morality divide or, 
for the sociopaths that many of them may be 
(http: / /tinyurl.com/bestmxj), because moral- 
ity is not a consideration. Nothing demon- 
strated their immunity to shame better than 
the way they and the media brushed off 
efforts by the Occupy movement to use 
shame as a tool against them. 

And yes, all of this applies to Canada and 
Alberta. 
By Allan Sheppard 


_ Bedbugs aren't the only things biting our homeless 





I was sitting at a medical clinic waiting 
to see the doctor for a minor complaint, 
when a woman seated across from me also 
waiting to see the doctor, recognized me and 
started talking. She shared about how her 
apartment was infested with bedbugs, and 
she couldn't get it treated because she had 
too much stuff. We were waiting a long time, 
and after a while, she showed me her arms, © 
covered with red bumps, as though she had 
atash, from hundreds of bedbug bites. I 
found it hard to imagine how anyone could 
actually sleep under the conditions the | 
woman described, and I could feel myself 
edging away from her. She lived in an older 
inner city apartment where she had a one 
bedroom suite. 

She is not the only person I've seen cov- 
ered with bites. Even Peter Schultz, who | 
works in street ministry, has gone through 
persistent episodes of bedbug infestation 
with bugs brought into his lodgin. 
the homeless people he shelters 
apartment I shared with my lat 
Glen, had to be treated, as. well 







to overnight homeless guests. Fortunately 
the landlord was very quick to take action 





red bites, but someone else in the building 
complained. 

Bedbugs, however, are now old news. 
We've grown accustomed to seeing our poor 
and our homeless covered with red welts 
from bedbug invasions, often forced to live in 
infested rooming houses and apartments 
because landlords are not compelled to rid 
housing of bedbugs. 

Now, unfortunately, bedbugs aren't the 
only things biting our homeless. Body lice 
have been found on patients at the Boyle 
McCauley health centre - a type of lice previ- 
ously seen only in refugee camps overseas. 
But our homeless are living in the same sur- 
vival mode as refugees, unable to change 
clothing or to shower often for days or weeks 
on end. I see people coming to the mission 


‘wearing the same clothing night after night. 


And on cold nights, people huddle together 


: i ee blankets for warmth. 


‘Unlike head lice which cling to the host 


person, body lice can be more easily cured 


by washing your clothing and taking a show- 
er to wash away the bugs. The size of a 


_ sesame seed or a small ant, the body lice 


bite their victim. They lay their eggs on the 


clothing, and are passed from person to per- 


son by shared clothing or blankets and 
among the homeless, sharing clothing and 
blankets are common. Those who do manage 
to find a place, often let homeless friends or 
relatives couch surf or sleep on the floor to 


_ shelter from the cold. Even people like Peter 


Schultz are at risk, as he was told he can 
have overnight guests in his room. Unless 
the blankets and clothing used are washed, 
body lice could be left behind, 

Unlike head lice, however, body lice are a 


: medical con ern i in n that they transmit dis- 






for 








repor me cases of body lice i in : 
dmonton t 















There's paycheques and there's paycheques 





As the delayed NHL season gets under- 
way there are few of us who have not made 
comments about the labour dispute that 
involved millionaire players taking on billion- 
aire owners. We have long ago quit really 
thinking about the immorality and absurdity 
of boys who hit pucks or bounce balls being 
paid millions of dollars a year while those 
who work caring for our children are fortu- 
nate to find jobs that pay $15/hour. 

But outrageous pay for work is not con- 
fined to professional athletes. 

For a painful experience, connect on a 
computer with 


Down Syndrome 


Program Unit Funding provides funding for special classes in school 


Many moms cry at the first day of school. 
It shows you without any remorse that your 
baby is growing up. It's stressful for parents 
to send their baby off into the "real world" 
out of their care and into someone else's, 
even if only for a few hours a day. It brings 
about an anxiety about whether your child 
will fit in, if they'll make friends, will they 
like school, will they behave appropriately, 












Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 

















2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq,, 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 
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www.policyalternatives.ca/ceo. There is a lit- 
tle clock there. On the left you can see the 
average amount earned to whatever minute 
you are watching by the average of the 100 
highest paid corporate CEOs in Canada, and 
on the right hand side how much the average 
Canadian has earned at the same moment. 

At 1:18 PM on January 2 (and remember, 
they probably took January 1 off as a holi- 
day!) the CEO side of this clock displayed 
$45 448. That just happens to be the 
amount of money the average Canadian 
working in a full time job for the full year will 
earn. (By the way, the average earnings for 
women working full time are only $39 136.) 
These top CEOs earned 235 times more than 
the average Canadian in 2011. And in 
Alberta, a person working full time in a mini- 
mum wage job will earn less than $20 000 
for the year. 

In Alberta these people pay the same per- 
centage of their huge earnings in taxes as 
does the child care worker earning her 
$15/hour. 

What are people like Bradley Shaw (Shaw 
Communications, total earnings $15.8 mil- 
lion), Rick George (Suncor Energy, total earn- 
ings$14.8 million), Brian Ferguson (Cenovus 
Energy, total earnings $9.2 million), Patrick 
Daniel (Enbridge, total earnings $7.6 mil- 
lion), and Steve Snyder (TransAlta, total 
earnings $5.2 million) doing in their jobs that 
merits their massive compensation? 

The Alberta government brags that it col- 
lects more than $10 billion less in taxes than 
the next lowest-taxed province but it protects 
workers at the other end of the scale with 


# 


how will they do academically? 

For most people, this incredible time hap- 
pens when their baby is five years old. It 
seems such a young age to be sending them 
off to school! 

Because of Dane's disabilities he was 
enrolled in school through the PUF Program. 
PUF or Program Unit Funding, is provided to 
school authorities by Alberta Education for 
Early Childhood Services (ECS) for children 
with severe disabilities/delays, who require 
additional support beyond that offered in a 
regular ECS program. PUF is provided for 
individualized programming that meets the 
educational needs of children with disabili- 
ties/delays. Children with severe disabilities 
may be eligible for up to three years of sup- 
port in an ECS program before Grade 1. A 
child with a mild-moderate delay or disability 
may be eligible for up to two years of support 
in an ECS program before Grade 1. 

It was assertively encouraged that Dane 
be enrolled in the PUF Program. His thera- 
pists supplied necessary documents to sup- 
port his enrolment and on September 8, 
2009 he began classes. He was three years 
plus one month old at the time. He looked 
so tiny with his backpack as he went into the 
school doors. There were no tears from 
either him or me. Because he is non-verbal 
I'm never sure of what his thoughts are. It 
was another new experience for him. For 
me, it seemed surreal that my three year old 
was attending school . 

His school day was only a few hours a 
few days a week, and he settled into the rou- 
tine quite well. The teachers and aides in his 
class were good and he seems to enjoy 
attending. The teacher and aides work with 
a diverse group of children and did a great 
job of accommodating their individual needs 





the lowest minimum wage in Canada 
($9.75/hour, or only $9.05 if you are in a job 
that involves serving alcohol) and NO mini- 
mum wage for those who work in agriculture. 
In a few days the Alberta government will 
deliver a budget for the year ahead and it is 
probable it will offer no new money to meet 
the huge low-income housing needs, little to 
build much-needed new schools or repair 
those falling apart, or increases in the miser- 
ably low income-support programs like wel- 
fares se 

Consumer and shareholder pressures 
can make a difference in the behaviour of 
for-profit private companies if the obscene 
compensation of the people at the top offends 
enough of us. 

But meanwhile, every one of us can defi- 
nitely act as citizens in a democracy and 
make sure the politicians who decide about 
taxes know we need a more fair way of hav- 
ing the richest Albertans pay a fair share of 
the costs of a safe and healthy province for 
all. A step as small as a one percent increase 
in the tax rate on people who earn more than 
$250 000/year alone would provide hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars more for services 
and facilities that benefit all of us, rather 
than staying in the off-shore investments of 
the wealthy. 

Yes, there are paycheques and there are 
paycheques. And it's time to insist that those 
who are gobbling up massive compensation 
for their work have a duty to pay a more fair 
share for the common good. 


By Jim Gurnett 


as well as teaching new skills. 

Eligibility for PUF/ ECS programming 
before kindergarten is based on an assess- 
ment that shows the child's need for educa- 
tional programming and support. This 
assessment may have been completed by a 
psychologist, occupational therapist, speech- 
language pathologist or other professional. 
The school authority is responsible for decid- 
ing if the child meets Education's eligibility 
requirements based on information received 
from assessments. PUF/ECS programming 
is available through all school jurisdictions 
and approved private ECS operators in 
Alberta. 

When a child with a special need attends 
an ECS program, the teacher, parents and 
others involved with the child's program 
develop an Individualized Program Plan (IPP). 
It may also be referred to as an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). This 
plan addresses the child's educational needs 
in the most enabling environment possible. A 
variety of teaching strategies may be used 
including visual schedules, peer role-model- 
ling, repetitive routines and in some cases 
depending on the facility, sensory integration 
strategies. 

Fortunately we were directed into this a= 
program by the professionals that were help- __ 
ing Dane at the time. There are numerous _ 
programs available for children with disabili- 
ties but often they are is found by stumbling © 
upon them. 


For more information about PUF or Early i =F 
Childhood Services programs please contact 3 


the Early Learning Branch 780-422-9423. ar) 
Toll Free 310-0000 or call your local school eau 
authority. 2 Re 









By Dawne Hammerschmidt 
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Resident physicians seek to keep the homeless healthy 
Collect and Donate Backpacks and Life Necessities for the 
Province's Less Fortunate 


"When we rotate through the Emergency 
Department and different hospital wards and 
clinics, its almost impossible to avoid seeing 
the toll that homelessness takes on people," 
said Dr. Natalie Logie, a resident physician in 
Edmonton. Resident physicians recognize 
that social factors often impact a person's 
health more significantly than the day-to-day 
treatment decisions that are made. Given the 
link-between poverty and increased use of the 
health-care system, Alberta's resident physi- 
cians wanted to provide a helping hand to 
some of the province's most vulnerable popu- 
lations. So, Drs. Mark Ballard, Natalie Logie, 
Anna Siy, Stephanie Wehlage, and Allison 
Sweeney coordinated the Give your Backpack 
Back Campaign at local hospitals in Calgary, 
Edmonton, Grande Prairie, Lethbridge, and 
Red Deer respectively to collect backpacks 
filled with necessities for those in need. 

"This initiative offers us a way to help out 
as well as an opportunity to talk about the 
needs of our community," states Dr. Siy, 
adding that "health starts far outside the hos- 
pital or the clinic. Health begins where people 
live, in the places they call home. Health 
begins with physical safety, reliable housing, 
adequate nutrition and good hygiene." Having 
earned their medical degrees, these medical 
residents are now undergoing further training 
to prepare them for independent practice - 
training that involves years of intensive front- 
line patient care and lots of studying in prepa- 
ration for licensing exams. 
— . 
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‘Support Alberta Street News 
You can help in the following ways: 
_ [| want to subscribe to Alberta Street News. Please 


This is the fourth year that resident 
physicians have run this drive. "Each year it 
grows!" Dr. Ballard insists. "This year is the 
first one where resident physicians based in 
Red Deer, Lethbridge, and Grande Prairie 


health starts far outside 
the Heepiator the clinic. 
Health begins where 
people live, in the places 
they call home. Health 
begins with physical 
safety,reliable housing, 
adequate nutrition and 


good hygiene." 
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have participated in support of their local 
shelters!" According to Dr. Siy, who coordi- 
nated the collection in Grande Prairie, "the 
generosity of the hospital staff as a whole 
and the excitement around this venture was 
very encouraging." The resident physicians 
truly appreciate the medical students, physi- 
cians, administrators, and other colleagues 
who made donations all across the province. 
In Edmonton, MD Management Ltd came on 
board this year collecting several boxes of 
items at their office as part of the drive -- 
this organization is already planning collec- 
tions for next year. Dr. Logie reflects that "by 
inviting many people to make a small 
change, it is possible to make a big differ- 
ence." 

The delivery of well over 120 bags, along 
with monetary donations, is being planned 
for on or around February 19th, to coincide 
with National Resident Physician Awareness 
Day. "Part of being a good doctor is ensuring 
that we are also good neighbours and good 
citizens." notes Dr. Ballard. Donations will be 
made to Edmonton's Youth Empowerment 
and Support Services, Calgary's Drop-in & 
Rehabilitation Centre, Wood's Homes in 
Lethbridge, Red Deer's Safe Harbour Society, 
and Grande Prairie's Rotary House. 

For more information please contact 
Sarah Thomas 

Phone: 780-432-1749; Email: para@para- 
ab.ca 





Equivalency 


In alchemy it is said that in order to gain 
something, something of equal measure must 
be lost. In the bible it says to do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you. I think 
some things are basic truths no matter what 
way they are said, no matter what religion or 
belief system you follow. It is easy enough to 
believe in goodness when everything is going 
your way, but to still believe in the face of 
adversity is a true test of faith to not compro- 
mise your values and belief system, and to do 
the right thing. For example, if someone 
steals form you it is easy enough to call the 
police and to hope that the perpetrator is 
quickly tracked down, but harder to wonder 
‘what need was so great that it drove that per- 
son to an act of felony, and to wish them 
well. It is turning the other cheek if you are 
struck either emotionally, or physically, and 
walking away form a fight. It is in these rocky 
times that I find comfort in my beliefs that 
like are cool water washing away the pain of 
the burn until the pain is soothed and even- 
tually washed away. 

By Angelique Branston 
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U of A's Student's Union provides Safewallk 


patrol 


Safewalk volunteer staff 


service for Edmonton's citizens 


Photo from left to right. Safewalk volunteer Jamal Saleh, Safewalk patroller Ashley Solohub, Safewalk Director Evan 
Worman, Safewalk dispatcher in training Chelsea Seltys and Safewalk patroller Linh lu. Photo by John Zapantis 


Volunteers do some of the most incredi- 
ble things for people, when helping out to 
make that big difference. At least that's what 
I realized while on assignment covering the 
Safewalk patrol in the company of two volun- 
teer Safewalk patrollers named Linh Lu, 22 
and Ashley Solohub, 21. These two 
University of Alberta students work as a 
Safewalk team patrol that frequents 
Edmonton's U of A campus providing pedes- 
trians and residents of nearby communities 
escorted walks to and from their destina- 
tions. 

Safewalk originally was established back 
in 1992 after a U of A student had gone 
missing. After that traumatic incident, the U 
of A's Student's Union, decided that a citi- | 
zen's patrol service was the only way to go, 
offering Edmonton citizens a safe and friend- 
ly citizen's patrol that would get them to and 
from their destinations. The volunteer organ- 
ization is made up of university students 
and citzens and proudly boasts a total of 200 
volunteer patrollers, made up of 12 teams 
per night shift, with two patrollers per team, 
for a total of 24 patrollers, who patrol the 
beat from 6 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Monday to 
Friday and also Obras 0 on Sundays from 6 
p-m. to 11 p.m. 

The non-profit volunteer patrol service 
provides a free citizen's patrol to Edmonton's 
citizens. The patrol service boundary stretch- 
es anywhere from 72 Avenue going north 
towards the North Saskatchewan River and 
from 91 Street going westbound towards the 
North Saskatchewan River. The patrollers 
also escort citizens to the LRT train station, 
getting them safely off the train and then 
walking them in any direction within five 
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blocks of the LRT transit train line. 

If a client insists that a Safewalk 
patroller stay with them at a chosen bus 
stop, the patrollers will then co-operate in 
keeping the client company until their select- 
ed bus arrives. 

Citizens who need the services of a 
Safewalk patrol can call the U of A's 
Student's Union Safewalk headquarters and 
book an appointment describing in detail © 
where they would like to be picked up from 
and then walked to a preferred destination. 

The two Safewalk patrollers that were 
about to escort me out the southend of the 
Student's Union building for my demonstra- 
tion to the media, were Linh Lu 22, and 
Ashley Solohub 21, both students at the U of 
A, who have received extensive training and 
have successfully completed the Safewalk 
patrol training program provided free of 
charge through the U of A's Student's Union. 
Both experienced patrollers headed out with 
me from the south end door entrance of the 
Student's Union building where Safewalk | 
headquarters is located. It was 6 p.m. and 
their evening shift usually consists of six 
hours. The two very determined patrollers 
walked on both sides of me in what they — 
refer to as the "Safewalk Sandwich", where 
the two patrollers are placed one on each. 
side of a client during a walk to ensure me of 
my safety. : 

All three of us continued to walk Sone 
bound along 114 Street. The three of us were 
walking in what is known as the north zone 
of the Safewalk boundary, or better known — 
as U of A's campus district. While walking _ 
along 114 Street as we continued to walk — 
southbound I asked Ashley how many eile 


ayer we what we 
_ into our dispatch. Then we als 
~ University of Alberta Pr tectir e 





the patrollers average a night. "Ashley said, 
"Usually Fridays are really quiet. You may 

get maybe three or four calls, but not so 
much last year. I volunteered Thursdays all 


the time and we had lots - 10 plus calls 


every night, or like three pickups. So if 
somebody walks up to us on the street and 
they ask if they can have a walk, that's also 
included." ee 
Fifteen minutes have passed by already 


_ and all three of us walked by the U of A hos- 


pital along 114 Street. Linh Lu reminded me, 
"We're just patrolling around this hospital, 
which is right now." I got curious and asked 
Linh, "So you're just trying to show a pres- 
ence right now?" Linh said, "Exactly, part of 
it, another one is preventating crime. If you 
see police walking around, or a police car or — 
ambulance, it's likely someone committed a2 
crime and while we' re not Pee we are kind 
of. " = 









I then asked if back up is needed Bes 
the patrollers assist the police?" Lin 
"No, we have scl a non-intervei 


hag deal wv 
act as the: 


_ continued on pe Es : 





On the last weekend of the month on, & 
Friday, December 28, ere I was out selling 
papers at my Paper st 
afternoon, F4ust happett Hed To see 
Nation's Native man pushing a shopping 
cart, northbound, while bottle picking. I had 
somehow caught his attention, while sitting 
outside on my. black folding chair. He asked- 
what my name was.It didn't appeal to him to 
ask why and what I was doing and sitting on 
this folded chair, next to the sidewalk. I 
asked what his name was and he said, ‘Ron’. 
- He then decided to stop and chat. He was 
nterested in making a connection and the 
opportunity to have small talk. We are both 
from the Treaty seven area and could relate 
to what we had talked about. 

_ Ron appeared to be comfortable to chat 
and so was I. He said he was from Morley 
and this was the first time he was on the 
street as a bottle picker. Just recently he 
ad a home on the reserve. His family had 
an intervention meeting with him to get Ron 

leave the only home he had ever known. 


ihen aaeien’ t mid- 













th hs could be that chance that he 
mind and inner strength to possibly 
“Ale change. I can vision that 


> for him! 


whit asad to senior male bot- 
They have shown the harsh ele- 
ving outside in all kinds of 
the many years of pushing the 
style. This can play an 
| Shaping their faces and their 
pond emotional spirits. I 


Pennies they. had saved for me, so lcan 





tion that they had been by my paper stand 
and missed me and they wanted to give the 


yY Vay J 


“the obs 


few days or even a month of not seeing — 


regular guys and when I see them they some- 
_ times give me a handful of change from their 


bottle picking refunds that they had saved in 
their carts until they see me again. 

Ron mentioned that he can go to treat- 
ment for a six week go around, if he wanted 
to. He showed me a red gift bag with ear- 
rings in a box that he had found dumpster 
diving. I told him that I liked the red gift bag 
so he gave it to me! He was going to give the 
jewellery in the box he found, to his girlfriend 
who is in treatment or in the hospital. He 
then said, he had to head on down to the 
Bottle Depot before it closed at 5:30 p.m.. I 


told him I would see him again. I was able to . 


take a couple of photos of Ron but I wasn't 
able to finish the film to get them developed 
for the story! 

I'll have a photo of Ron and myself in a 
future story to see how he is surviving on the 
streets of Calgary for 2013! 

I have often wondered where the guys 
sleep at night. I know some of the main- 
stream frontline street workers call the home- 
less and street people who sleep outside 
"rough sleepers" That's a New kind of con- 
temporary trendy label, that I hadn't heard 
since moving back to Calgary in the fall of 
2005! 

When Calgary had an overnight snows 
torm early evening on Wednesday, January 
9, 2013. I was thinking about Ron, while 
walking in the snow storm from another 
event in the core and getting out of the snow 
stormby going to one of my regular coffee 
shop restaurants. I hoped that he was in an 
over night shelter somewhere and not having 
to sleep outside in the core until the snow 
storm has passed. The next day wouldn't be 
a good day to pull the shopping cart through 
ten centimeters of snow to pick bot- 
tles? Who, other then myself, would ever 
think, or care about bottles pickers pulling _ 
their shopping carts after ¢ a snow storm in- 


po ee ee 


Meet _ 


Atala SY ident aa pcx Sapa hindnes See. Hem, fet 





Calgary and going to the bottle depot? 
I know the Drop: in Centre 
ete istra jor god Sle 


ii belie crs iD aring 


iia ie: nerailed across their building saying 
"We See The Humanity Behind The 
Homeless" 

This past weekend I had been planning 
to go down to the local bottle depot in the 
core. I had the time to do so, in the mid 
afternoon. I took a half bag of empty beer 
and pop cans, plastics, milk cartons and con- 
tainers that I had found, some on the street. 

I had looked around and didn't see any sign 
of Ron. 

I did see him from the bus, heading south- 
bound with his shopping cart about two 
weeks ago. I had just missed him by min- 
utes, in finishing selling papers. 

I'm also hoping Ron has a safe outside 
area to hide his shopping cart in the minus 

degrees of a winter storm and that he finds 
a shelter or detox to stay at until the cold 
weather clears. 

_ There will be a few more snow storms for 
this winter of 2012 - 2013 season to come! 
Also we seem to have the spring snows | 
storms after the first day of spring SFEES 
year! 

And at the end of this Stay, I ine to see 
Ron pushing his shopping cart with bags 
full of beer and pop, cans plastics and milk 
cartons, and containers. Ron's bottle picking 
run is in the Mission area to where the side- 
walks and back alleys are accessible to do 
so. I know when Ron is heading northbound “~¥ 
in the mid-afternoon, he is ending his shop- 
ping cart run. Whenever he passes my paper 


stand in the weather and my busy lifestyle, 


that can bring me out to selling the ASN 
Newspaper at my paper stand,I see him. 
I will look forward to having many more © 
street story conversations with Ron and find- 
ing out about where he stayed in our last 
blast of a winter storm on Med Jan pees 13 


‘ ity AA yey 





no Hee si 7 Bp See 


me _ Story & Photo by Andie Wh 








Words of Wisdom 


Part of life is death - the loss of a family 
member or friend, the loss of a husband or 
wife, girlfriend or boyfriend, it's all related, 
an expected, just hard to expect, part of life. 
Just have to take all the time you need to 
heal. For myself it's five months plus, still 
hurts. Just try to keep busy. Ride my bike 
every day, stay active. 
Question of the day 

Why are people so put off when they see us 
vendors out there? Are they afraid of us? Are 
they afraid that our paper is left wing, anti- 
government? Do they think that we are all 
living on the street, homeless, so what if we 
were! We are just trying to carve some kind 
of living, just trying to make ends meet like 
so many other hardworking people. Are they 
afraid our paper is about homelessness? 


Rob’s Corner 


Can't Stand it, Hate it 

Hate being alone, can't stand it. No one 
hardly ever calls me. I'm old school, still 
have a land line. Can't stand being without 
Lorna, can't stand it. She was such a loving 
person, such a caring person. Hate being 
without her. I was hoping that we'd grow old 
together! We were very private people. We 
also put people first, having friends was 
most important to us. Money and material 
things weren't as important to us as being 
with our friends. How can I go on without 
her? I hate not being with her, can't stand it. 
A part of me went with her back on the 
morning of August 24th. when I discovered 
she had passed away. It's still fresh in my 
mind. I feel so empty inside! There has been 
a dramatic change in my life. Not sure after 
being with the same person for 35 years if I'll 
ever be ready, able or willing to start over! At 
this stage, only a short time since I lost her, 
my common-law wife, I know I'm not ready 
for another relationship. Don't even know if I 
can keep on living without her! 

The Things I Miss About Her / (Lorna) 
Her laughter 
Her friendship 
Her patience 
Her personality 
Her love for people 
Her kindness 
Her good sense of humour 
Her voice 
Her smile 
Her. unselfishness, putting others before her- 
self 
The way she touched peoples hearts/lives 

My Last Word 

Right now I don't want anyone in my life 
(another wife) common-law. Not even think- 
ing about it, although it has crossed my 


mind that maybe I'd like to have a girlfriend 
somewhere in the future. It's hard to even 
think about having female companionship at 
this time. At the same time I don't think I 
can go on much longer being alone, living 
alone! Loneliness is the hardest thing to 
overcome! 

Love Again / First Say of The Day 
I hope one day to meet someone who touch- 
es my heart the way she did mine. 
Hope someday again I can touch someone's 
heart. 
Hope one day I can find that love I felt for 
her. 
Hope one day some of the pain will go away. 
Hope one day I can love someone as much 
as I did her. 
Hope one day I can bring back some happi- 
ness that I once had. 
Hope one day that I can once again share 
my life with someone. 
Rob's Tip for the Day 
The true and honest way to meet new friends 
is to get out into the real world, whether it's 
at a bar, restaurant or coffee shop it doesn't 
matter. The only way to make new friends is 
to talk to strangers. Facebook, social media, 
that's not real, that's the virtual world, NOT 
THE REAL WORLD. 

Last Say for the Day - (In reply) 

Just wanted to let the person know, the one 
who wrote the letter to the editor in Feb. 
issue of the Alberta Street news. Thanks for 
your well wishes and concern. Thanks for 
your support. So happy and glad that you 
like the paper. Just trying to get through 
each day the best way that I can. It's a day 
to day, mioment to moment thing. 


Robert Champion 


The rules of political (dis-)engagement 


My friend Dan Meades, former Director of 
Vibrant Communities Calgary, ran for the 
NDP in last fall's federal by-election in 
Calgary-Centre. We all know the results of the 
vote held on November 26th. Conservative 
candidate Joan Crockett managed to fend off 
a surprisingly strong challenge from both the 
Green and Liberal Party candidates to retain 
the seat for her party. Alas, amid the clamour 
over a potential upset, the NDP. vote crum- 
bled, and Dan got about 4% of the vote, sig- 
nificantly less than the 15% obtained by the 
party in 2011 general election. 

Obviously by-elections ate different from 
general elections. Political decisions and vot- 
ing preferences are based on other factors. 
People in constituencies holding by-elections 
get the opportunity to consider more specific 
dimensions - and send more nuanced mes- 
sages - that are not otherwise present when 
the country as a whole votes. Indeed, I would 
argue that the people in Calgary Centre took 
this opportunity and sent a message to the 
Prime Minister that the riding will continue to 
be "conservative" but the vote isn't necessari- 
ly guaranteed for the Conservative Party of 
Canada, and could easily swing to other fad- 
dish rightist options, such as the Liberals or 
the Greens. Yet whatever the motives for the 
voters switch in allegiance, I think the bigger 
story coming out of the by-election is one that 
resonates well beyond Calgary Centre. That is 
the saga of the growing disconnection between 
the citizenry (most of whom are not voters) 
and the electoral process. 

To call it apathy is to put it mildly. When 
I campaigned for Dan, I worked in the inner- 
city polls. This involved some older commu- 
nities and high rises in the city core. But it 
was hard to actually get anyone to talk about 
the election or the reasons why they might 


consider voting for the NDP. Building man- 
agers would not let us into apartment build- 
ings (despite the direction of Elections 
Canada) and people would not open their 
doors when we went to individual houses. 
Sure, some people would have been away, 
but the "fact" that so many people were away 
was statistically improbable. And those we 


The Government of 
Alberta has already 
prepared us for a tough 


budget. They 
miscalculated oil 
revenues, and have failed 
to strengthen and diversify 
the economy, and this 
Budget will be a reflection 
of that. 


did talk to were hardly excited by the options 
or mechanics of democracy. I guess this is a 
symptom of people becoming increasingly 
atomized as individual consumers and being 
less disposed to self-identify as citizens and 
members of various communities. We 
became an inconvenience to them. 

But what we experienced in Calgary 
Centre is reflective of a larger process of a 


retreat into individualism at the expense of 
community. And this social and political dis- 
engagement will have long term negative 
implications. Institutions that represent vari- 
ous explicit senses and manifestations of 
community - such as churches, unions and 
community associations - are increasingly 
passé. And a collective ethos for social 
growth is sacrificed at the altar of individual- 
ism as consumerism. Now, I am not suggest- 
ing that there is anything wrong with individ- 
ualism per se, but we have to recognize that 
it is only through collective provision that 
our individual rights can actually be put into 
practice and protected. Oddly enough, politi- 
cal parties themselves have played a central 
role in this deconstruction of community. 

There was a time when politicians provid- 
ed a vision, and political parties were in a 
position to aggregate and articulate the views 
of various sections of society. You knew if 
you favoured this vision you would vote for 
Party X and if you favoured a competing 
vision you would vote for Party Y. This then 
allowed competing ideas to be put forward 
and these ideas would be thoughtfully debat- 
ed in legislatures. But now we have people 
in office whose job is to simply manage the 
economy - in line with certain ideological 
parameters - with little attention to creating 
a vision of a "good society" or even offering 
any vision for our society. This hands off 
approach fits with the postindustrial capital- 
ist push to make us consumers rather than 
citizens. We opt out of the larger imperative 
for social development, and concentrate on 
individual purchases of services and units of 
fun, rather than thinking about what kind of 
society do we want. 

And, this isn't an abstract problem. I fear 


continued on page 9 above 
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The rules of political 


(dis-)engagement 
continued from page 8 


that this political dis-engagement will mani- 
fest itself in the public response when the 
Provincial Budget is released early this 
month. The Government of Alberta has 
already prepared us for a tough budget. They 
miscalculated oil revenues, and have failed to 
strengthen and diversify the economy, and 
this Budget will be a reflection of that. 
Indeed, suggestions have been made that 
there will be of deficit of up to $6 billion. And 
we all know who pays the price for the deficit 
- the working class and people already living 
on the margins. 

But we need to be engaged to ensure 
that the Government develops priorities that 
reflect the best interests of the people. For 
example, Government needs to support the 
general direction of the Social Policy 
Framework. This framework provided an 
opportunity for Albertans to state what kind 
of a province we want to live in. It was a 
unique, but I believe honest attempt of the 
provincial government to ask Albertans to 
paint a picture. And thousands of us 
responded - filling out surveys, writing blogs 
and participating in framework discussions. 
A report of the process and suggestions was 
released at the end of January. 
Subsequently, Albertans also noted that end- 
ing child poverty was a priority for them. 
Given the fact that there are few independ- 
ently poor children, this should lead to 
broader anti-poverty work looking at family 
poverty, and considering such dimensions as 
wages, income support rates, childcare, 
affordable housing and the gendered nature 
of economic inequality. 

We are at a crossroads in our province. 
We do have an opportunity for authentic 
social change, and to escape from the linger- 
ing ideological yoke of the Klein-Dinning 
years. I honestly believe that sections of the 
ruling party want to develop appropriate 
responses to complex social issues. But this 
is occurring during a time of economic crisis. 
Therefore, it is essential that we try to re- 
engage people in the political process and 
work for the creation of a foundation that 
supports the choices, skills, capacities and 
aspirations of all Albertans. This, my friends, 
can only be done collectively. 

Timothy Wild 


An embarrassed dog gets a 
blast of laughter as a taste of 
his own medicine 


One summer day in 2005, while driv- 
ing back from a Rocky Mountain trip through 
Jasper and Banff with an artist friend named 
Sharon Hazen, on our way back to 
Edmonton along hi-way two northbound we 
looked over to our right. We noticed three 
‘distinct animals in a farm yard, a black 
horse, an alpaca and a black herd dog all 
staring out at us from the yard. Sharon and I 
decided to pull over to the side of the hi-way 
while curiously looking over these three 
inquisitive creatures. 

The three-some were just staring out 
at us curious as ever, then suddenly the 
black dog situated about 100 feet to the right 
side of the alpaca, situated between the 
black Horse and dog, tried to steal the show, 
trying to get all the attention. It decided to 
ignorantly charge at the alpaca, barking 
repeatedly, or if you like to call it, mouthing 
off arrogantly at this alpaca that backed 
away for its own protection, trying to avoid 
confrontation with the barking bully! 

_ Then the majestic black horse, notic- 
ing the ruckus, came trotting like a speeding 
bullet towards the dog, catching the dog by 
surprise as he quickly looked over his shoul- 
der, noticed the trotting and concerned horse 






















Deafness Revisited - A contemporary 
Approach - Deafness is personified 





The seeing eyes of Deafness 
Visible speech 

Visible compiliations of texts, everywhere 

Close-captioned read-outs with hints of concepts not significantly portrayed 
Fragmented signals of interaction or conflicts 

The printed word 

Cued speech - Speech read outs or signals - ambiguous with no hint of meaning 
Stylized scripts 

Signed English 

American Sign Language 

Intelligent Guess work 

Simulated Speech - the eyes of the deaf are bombarded and over stimulated 





The Ears of Deafness 
Hearing Aids and devices 

Sound enhancement amplification 

Fashionable ear devices no longer a stigma as the world abound with iPods, Blue tooth and 
numerous technological hearing or sound receptors 

The emulation of sounds for those who do not hear 

The Phonic Ear, the Loop System - Acoustic manipulation to ease the receptors of the 
human ear 

New Technology Abounds 

The Deaf are Bombarded with Sounds 

Symbolic Representation or intelligent Communications? 








Mainstreaming, integration 
Is there a substitute for meaningful interaction and socialization without isolation? 

The Deaf already have a meaningful Sign Language which needs to be promoted through 
interactive and all inclusive substitution to compensate for the gaps in order to promote the 


written word 


sized 
This is my Opinion 






Quick thinking saved a little 
boy from ending up in 


Heaven's Place 
I was once a street newspaper vendor on 
the corner of 101 Street and Jasper Avenue 
in downtown Edmonton. 

The paper was called Our Voice that 
once existed employing those to sell a paper, 
while writing about their personal issues. 

One day while vending on my corner, a 
little Native boy in front of me stepped off the 
street curb, onto the street as I could now 
see a car coming right at him. 

I yelled out, "Step back." 

So then he stepped back and looked over 
at me. 

If it wasn't for my quick thinking, we 
know were he'd be. 

I'll always remember that look on his 
face, when he looked over at me. 

It happened that fast. 
He couldn't believe that I was right on to 


























it. 

Thank God if it wasn't for my observing, 
what was about to take place, he may have 
ended up a young, little, floating soul on his 
way to Heaven's Place. 

John Zapantis 


rushing towards him to prevent him from 
getting a piece of the alpaca. The dog quickly 
took a number of steps back. 

As for Sharon and me, who had just 
witnessed one of the most historical humor- 
ous situations, we both erupted in humiliat- 
ing laughter. All the poor dog could do was 
look over at the black majestic, heroic horse 
standing next to the alpaca like some super 
hero bodyguard. It then looked over at us in 
our car from which he was continuously 
showered with endless, humiliating laughter. 
For a brief period of time that lasted for a 
number of minutes the dog looked straight 
towards us in disbelief, dumbfounded by our 
actions. 

The dogs only answer for that was a 
quick turn in the opposite direction, as he 

walked away slowly with his tail between his 
legs, cowering in embarrassment as he 


In a total communicative model Every thing it takes to communicate needs to be empha- 


By Daphne Raubenheimer, Teacher of Deaf, Ward Winner 1973 





















Only You, Jesus 


Working together with The Father and The 
Holy Spirit 

You Lord, know all our needs and can meet 
all our needs-- 

in Your Time and Your Way. 

You can bring us through all the storms of 
life. 

You can help us through each day. 

You are always there for us when we call 
upon You. 

When we don't feel Your Presence, 

We still know that You are with us. 

And when we don't hear Your Voice, we 
know that You are 

speaking but we are not listening. 

Only You can forgive us for all our sin 

And take us to Heaven one day. 

Only You can cleanse, heal and deliver us 
from all evil. 

Only You can fill us with Your Love, Peace 
and Joy. 

Only You can give us true freedom. 

Only You can show us The Father and The 
Holy Spirit. 

Only You are The Way, The Truth and The 
Life. 

Only You are Lord over all. 

The whole world is in Your Hands! 

By Judy Brown 































































looked over his shoulder, then continued on 
walking forwards like he wished he never 
wanted to have been remembered for trying 
to get all that attention while playing the role 
of the bully. 

This story certainly had a funny moral 
to it, as Sharon and I realized that our erup- 
tive laughter as a dog's unfortunate punish- 
ment, served as the most reasonable form of 
punishment. 

The verdict was passed by us after all, 
as this poor dog was sentenced to a long 
period of eruptive laughter. The punishment 
fit the crime and to the dog that took all this 
so seriously this actually was no laughing 
matter! 

John Zapantis 
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Our Government is failing to protect our 
children, SHAME on them. 





Children are gifts that are to be treas- 
ured. However, too many children are treated 
as disposable commodities. Children's rights 
for protection from violence, abuse and 
exploitation are clearly laid out in interna- 
tional law. This is itself is an ethical imper- 
ative that reflects a basic human consensus 
that serves to encapsulate every child for 
protection. The lack of protection is a very 
strong indictment of the failure of our 
Government to fulfill its avowed mandate to 
protect the child. Canada has an obligation 
to protect children and women against sexu- 
al violence and abuse, and "they have com- 


mitted to provide a remedy where fundamen- 
tal protections have been violated. This is 


extremely clear. 

I cannot imagine a more degrading and 
shameful example of the lack of protection of 
children, than through the horrific dehuman- 
ization and violation that they are being put 
through. The abuse of children is rampant in 
our Society. Children continue to be sexually 
abused; the numbers continue to rise on the 
sexual exploitation of children. Innocent 
children just a few months old are being vio- 
lated in horrific manner and raped in order 
to produce child pornography. Children are 
being forced into prostitution and they are 
being trafficked and even sold for deviant 
purposes. When children have the courage to 
disclose the abuse, the people that are sup- 
posed to investigate for some reason are not 
doing an effective job. 

Thanks to the Government inactivity chil- 
dren are not being protected and are being 
made to carry the conspiracy of shame and 
silence that becomes an incredible burden 
for these children to carry. Pervasive weak- 
nesses and attitudes continue to compound 
the problem. The abusers are often family 
members and other caregivers whom the 
child trusts and has no reason to fear - a 
-reason why most abusers get away with their 
depredations. Parents are reluctant to report 
the crime to avoid scandals and protect the 
child victims from further trauma, they 
claim, but in reality they are only protecting 
the abusers. 

But these assaults are not restricted to 
the 'safe' environs of the home. Child sexual 
abuse is disturbingly common in schools and 
residential care facilities across the country. 
Given the stigma attached to rapes, many 
child abuse cases go unreported. It is a fact 
that only a very low per cent of the cases in 
which children said they had been abused 
were reported to the police. A lack of trust in 
institutions is partly to blame. But children 
who mustered enough courage to complain 
continue to be dismissed by the police 
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because of expense. Medical staff and other 
authorities, who did not want to be involved, 
seem to tend to turn a blind eye. This is a 
fact that serves to discourage the people that 
believes the child and would like to obtain 
some kind of justice for the child. Some 
mothers are also reluctant to disclose the 
abuse because they are scared that their 
children might be taken away or that their 
child payments would stop if there is a dis- 
closure. In the mean time the only ones that 
suffers the consequences are the innocent 
children. 

Just recently our Government declined a 
grant to Little Warriors Ranch, a center that 
would be of incredible value to our victims 
and their families. This could be the light at 
the end of the tunnel for children giving 
them an opportunity to heal. . 

Was this refusal of the government to 
Little Warriors to enable Allison Redford to 
over turn and create a recovery plan for the 
over expenditure of Allaudin Merali, who was 
allowed to claim more than $345,000.00 in 
expenses to the former Capital Health 
authority? Or gather funds in order to com- 
pensate the same person for his over expend- 
ing and provide him with an huge severance 
package at the expense of tax payer's 
monies? This is completely absurd and rais- 


Too many 
people turn a blind 


eye to child 
pornography 


es another red flag of the poor stewardship of 
tax paying monies. I realize that this make 
as much sense as the refusal for the grant to 
Little Warriors. The point is that the govern- 
ment fails to see the value of a center that 
can help children that have been sexually 
assaulted while they do not have a problem 
wasting our tax payers monies. 

We have been patronized through the 
belief that their wages will not be increased 
but having flexible and gratifying expense 
accounts and their bonuses their wages do 
not need to increase. In the government 
there is always a way to be resourceful 
enough to be of a benefit for the elite. And 
this is why the vulnerable members of socie- 
ty become the targets for cuts. 

The fact is that child pornography is 





harmful to children, as every picture 
describes the horrors that these children 
have gone through and still adults are buy- 
ing them, making them and trading them. 
Watching child pornography encourages the 
abuse of children, and this is completely 
inhumane and plain criminal. But the pun- 
ishment for these crimes is a slap in the 
wrist. 

Parents should take more responsibility 
for their children and in an ideal world would 
implement the block themselves, but this 
does not always happen. We don't live ina 
perfect world, and the kids whose parents 
can't be bothered to put a lock on accessing 
hardcore pornography are precisely the ones 
that we need to protect the most. While our 
government can automatically block porn 
from internet providers, one can only wonder 
why this has not been done. Facebook seems 
like an enterprise that claims to protect this 
site from illegal images and yet they continue 
to fail to implement effective policies to avoid 
these crimes to go on but instead they have 
been able to facilitate a platform for deviants 
where they can share, trade and sell their 
child pornography with impunity. 

On November of 2011 Facebook made 
this statement "Our hope and belief is that ~ 
Facebook will be just the first of many" com- 
panies to use what has proven to be highly 
effective technology - Photo DNA." "Online 
services are going to become a hostile place 
for child pornographers and pedophiles." 

But The London Mail WND exposes 
Facebook as a haven for pedophiles that 
trade and "share" child pornography in plain 
sight. Then we have Amazon, selling the 
books written by deviants in order to teach 
others how to dehumanize children and get 
away with it. 

Too many people turn a blind eye to child 
pornography but the fact is that it wouldn't 
be popular if there weren't a "good number of 
people interested in purchasing it". And this 
makes me ill. It is everyone's legal obligation 
to protect the most vulnerable members of 
Society. The truth is that our culture doesn't 
value children as highly as it should and 
that leads to rampant abuse and a cultural 
environment that is unhealthy for children to 
be able to grow and develop in a healthy and 
protective environment. 

It is important for survivors of child 
abuse and childhood sexual abuse to come 
forward. We have an important role to play, 
our voices, in unison, could be the catalyst 
for giving children their true value and pro- 
tecting their rights. 

Maria B. 


U of A's Student's Union provides Safewalk 
peotrol setvice for Edmonton's citizens 
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they need you, they'll come to us and say, 
‘We need you to witness, or we need you to 
tell us, what you saw?' We're very non-inter- 
vention, because as I said, safety of our vol- 
unteers is our first priority." 

We were by then about two blocks from 
83 avenue continually walking briskly along 
114 Street. I then asked Linh, "Anything 
challenging, or exciting ever happen on your 
shift that stands out in your memory that's 
worth talking about?" Linh said, "This one 
time, I was walking a client. It was interest- 
ing because, we were being approached by 
some intoxicated people and the client was- 
n't the most comfortable. You know I learned 
something about how to make someone else 
feel comfortable in a situation, to be more 
aware of the people I'm with. So with that 
person you know, instead of trying to talk to 
drunken people, who just think that's an 
invitation for a conversation, I just kind of 
guided them in a different path. So you still 
want to get to where you want to be, but 
we're going to take a different path, because 
I still feel you're being very anxious, or you're 
not very comfortable with these people 
around us." 

While still walking southbound along 
114 Street, I realized that 15 minutes had 
gone by since leaving from the starting point 
to begin our journey and that this interview 
that I'm having with both patrollers, seems 
to be a lot more interesting than our long 
walk demonstration, where there's hardly a 
soul to be seen walking about. The three of 
us, now reached the corner of 83 Avenue 
and 114 Street as we made a left hand turn 
along 83 Avenue, walking eastbound towards 
112 Street. Suddenly the first sign of life 
made an attempt to pass us from behind as 
patroller Linh Lu placed her arm around my 
waist, pulling me quickly to the side telling 
me that some guy in a hoodie wanted to 
pass by us. So I co-operated as the passerby 
made his way past. A few minutes went by 
and the three of us now walked up to the 
corner of 112 Street and 83 Avenue with still 
no sign of anyone approaching us to flag us 
down for assistance. 

The three of us now made a left turn at 
83 Avenue going northbound back towards 
the U of A campus, which is around a four 
block walk back. My watch now read 6:25 

p-m. 

Five minutes later, we arrived at the 
south entrance of the U of A's Hub Mall, 
right next to the LRT train terminal south 
entrance. While making our climb midway 
up a flight of stairs while walking towards 
the second floor of the U of A's Hub Malla 
man's voice could be heard from behind us 
as he called out to us, "Could you people 
help me for a second?" 


All three of us did an about face turn 
looking over our shoulders behind us as we 
noticed a man in his late thirties standing 
at the bottom stairwell inside the Hub Mall's 
main door entrance explaining to our 
patrollers that he's trying to find Corbet Hall, 
which he was told is on the U of A campus 
and that his son's performing in a Christmas 
concert hosted by his school Austin O'Brien 
Catholic High School. 

Patroller Linh Lu pulled out a U of A 
campus map to see if she could point the 
man in the right direction. Linh then drew 
her conclusion by saying, "Austin. O'Brien 
High School has probably rented a building 
to put up their concert." Ashley then cut in 
with a helpful suggestion and said,"We'll 
keep looking until we find the building." 

The man told Ashley and Linh that he 
was told that the concert was located close to 
the campus parking lot. Ashley then radiod 
Safewalk dispatcher Evan Worman to get 
proper information on what direction to take 
to get the gentlemen safely to his concert. I 
then decided to get in on the action, chip- 
ping in to help in anyway I could, so I start- 
ed to play the role of the helpful volunteer 
patroller and asked the man, "So you're try- 
ing to find that concert for Austin O'Brien 
High School, because you have a relative 
there?" 

Man said,"Yes." 

Safewalk dispatcher Evan Worman 
responds "Go ahead." 

Ashley spoke to the radio,"He's looking 
for Corbett Hall and they told him to park 
his car at 90 Avenue and 111 Street, the 
Hub Mall which is further away from Corbett 
Hall." The man now seemed to doubt himself 
as he cut into the conversation, "My son 


said it was Hub Mall, too. Maybe I got the 
name totally wrong." 


Ashley now seemed to eve made a 
breakthrough, "Maybe your son's concert is 
in Convocation Hall." The two female 
patrollers let out a loud victory laugh, like 
they were hot on the trail. Linh started to 
sound really confident as she pointed her 
finger to a spot on the campus map and 
said, "Convocation Hall is like in the middle. 
So it would be like right here." 

Linh then told the man that the 


patrollers would walk him to Convocation Hall. 


I then introduced myself to the man, telling 
him I'm a reporter with the Alberta Street 
News and that I'm doing a story on the 
Safewalk patrollers and asked if he'd like to 
be a part of this story, which he agrees to. 
He told me his name is Don and he doesn't 
want his last name used for my story. 

The patrollers, myself and Don all started 
to walk westbound away from Hub Mall as 
we made our way to Convocation Hall. I 
asked Don what he thought of the service so 
far. He said, "Great." 

I now found out that this was his first 
time ever getting the services of Safewalk. 
The four of us started to walk between a long 
row of campus buildings, where a hopping 
wild bunny could be seen crossing our path. 
I laughingly said to everyone, "Look, every- 
one - a bunny's crossing our trail. This 
should be our lucky calling!" 

"My fingers started to freeze up at the fin- 
ger tips, for it was about a -12 on a Friday 
January night and egretfully I was minus 
my gloves that I should have brought along. 
One minute passed by from the time we had 
discovered the proper direction for 
Convocation Hall and we were closing in on 
what appeared to be Convocation Hall so our 
encounter with that lucky bunny crossing 
finally riang true! While we all moved quickly 
towards what appeared to be an old building 
with a lot of people going in and out of its 
main entrance, I asked a crowd of people 
walking in front of us, "Is this Convocation 


Hall where the Austin O'Brien Christmas 
concert is being held?" Someone from the 
crowd could be heard saying, "Yes it is." 

Our two lady Safewalk Patrollers, Linh 
and Ashley, walked quickly up the stairs to 
the front entrance of Convocation Hall and 
opened up the doors so that their client Don 
could finally go into the concert hall to see 
his son performing at the Austin O'Brien 
Christmas Concert. 

Once again the Safewalk patrollers com- 
pleted another well earned mission in getting 
their clients to their destinations. Not only 
does the Safewalk Patrol Service benefit its 
clients, who need an essential patrol service, 
but the patrollers who are university 
students get to learn the art of sensitivi- 
ty when providing a safe walk for their many 
clients. This helpful skill acquired as 
patrollers will one day benefit, when they are 
given a chance to use this skill in their cho- 
sen future professions. 

To book your appointment for a Safewalk 
to and from your destination please phone 
Safewalk Executive Director Evan Worman 
at 492-5563 or email 
safewalk@su.ualberta.ca or drop in to meet 
the Safewalk crew at 030-E Student's Union 
Building 8900-114- Stree 


John Zapantis 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 





REIN IN THE CORRUPTION FIRST, 
THEN ASSIST THE DESPERATE NEEDY 


| visited Haiti in 2006 for election monitoring, but also to 
do a report on the effectiveness of the $500-600 million of 
aid money given over the prior 10 years. 

There was no progress. Hait’'s economic status had actu- 
ally decined. Haiti was strife with conmuption and waste of 
aid funds then. Those in great need still were in great need 
had recently left Haiti, was said to have taken $600 milion 
with him. Canada would have done everybody a favour 
saving a lot of effort by writing him a cheque directly. 
Then, in 2010, the earthowake hit. 200,000 Haitians per- 
ished while 1 milion more became homeless, living under 
plastic tarpaiirs. 4/2 milion sti live in these horrific cond- 
fons, despite Canada giving $350 million in aid to Haiti 
since. Three years later the litte new housing built are 
12x12 plywood shacks, portable because the land is 
owned by wealthy interests and is under dispute. 

Don Cherry's questioning and outspokenness on the issue 
has much ment 

Why continue to send plane loads of money when the Hai- 
porently, accountably, and effectively managed? 

We have great housing and social needs here in Canada, 
too. But why should we continue to send plane loads of 
money - $104 milion to Atawapiskafs 1,500 persons over 


managed? Just like in Hatt, those in great need still are in 
great need today, while their leaders live highly. 

Canada must learn to deal with those who are corrupting 
its assistance efforts in Haiti, Attawapiskat, and elsewhere 
before continuing to provide greatly needed assistance in- 
tended for those in desperate need if they are ever to see 
it 


What do you think? 


780-495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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ic Festival on March 16th and 7th 2013 as ‘Si 


“Hello everyone ee ee the Leprech un. 
1°) eah! Did you know? a 





